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January 18-21

Press Release 1: T&T National Chess Champ to Push Pawns in Bim
Trinidad and Tobago National Chess Champion, Fide Master Ryan Harper will be the guest player for the inaugural Karl Sealy Memorial Chess Tournament being held over the Errol Barrow holiday weekend at the St. Michael School, January 18- 21.

The competition will be held in three sections comprising an Open Section in which the top Barbadian players will battle with Harper,  a B Section for players with a rating of less than 1600 and  while C Section opened to juniors under the ages fourteen. 
Persons interested in taking part should contact Mr. R. Waithe at 429-4516 or arrive before 10.00 a.m. at the playing on Saturday, January 18th.

The tourney is being organised by the Bridgetown Chess Club and the Academy for Chess Excellence in memory of chess stalwart Karl Sealy.

Sealy, a teacher at the Foundation School, was an icon in chess in the late seventies and eighties, and Secretary/Treasurer of the Barbados Chess Club. He was a contemporary of such elder statesmen of the sport like Dean Harold Chrichlow, Othneil Harewood, Paul King, John Campbell and Michael Forde. 
Karl was a dedicated, mild mannered, conscientious man who loved the game of chess. He kept playing into his later years until ill health took him from the board. 

In the eighties Karl would bring his own equipment to club and at great expense in terms of time and finance would make sure the Barbados Chess Club functioned well. The club, being almost always open allowed the then fledgling Barbados Chess Federation to have a place for centralised activities that it has unfortunately since lost.

This year’s inaugural event will feature Trinidad and Tobago’s national chess champion FIDE master Ryan Harper. It will be the first time in a while that a Trinidadian National Champion has come to our shores and many persons are anxious to see how Harper fears. 
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T&T Champion Ryan Harper
Since becoming Trinidad’s first chess master in 1999, Harper has worked diligently on improving his game and last year became national champ in the land of the Humming Bird amassing record 100% victories in the National final. He is now also the third highest ranked player in Trinidad 

Harper’s achievements continue to grow, especially in regards to his work with chess on the Internet. He coaches on the much accredited Internet Chess Club (ICC) site and only recently won a strong tourney on the Free Internet Chess Site (FICS). 
Harper’s main goal is to gain the coveted International master title and he views this tournament as competitive practise. 
He has thrown out a challenge to the Barbadian top chess players and has a point to prove. In his last meeting with a Barbadian based player, at the 2002 World Chess Olympiad in Bled Slovenia, Harper lost to current National Champion FIDE Master Ricardo Szmetan. 
Revenge would be a matter of pride as Barbados has been a fruitful ground for Harper who won the only tournament he has played here, 1996 Mutual Open Junior.
It is hoped that many chess players and fans would flock to the St. Michael School on Saturday to play and cheer on what is the first tournament of the year. Top local players like FIDE Masters Warner and Corbin, Terry Farley, Lyndell Halliday, Othneil Harewood and Kevin Greenidge family should find the Trini competition a good new challenge. 

