CLASH OF THE CHESS TITANS

The CHECKMATES CHESS CLUB will this Saturday be the venue of the toughest Chess tournament ever in the history of the game in Kenya. This event will be a closed round robin chess tournament featuring ONLY the toughest and roughest players in the country. This will be an all stars cast with 90% of the players having international ratings.

                                                 The Chess Stars 

1) Martin Gateri 2200 2) Ben Magana 2200 3) Matthew Kanegeni 2182 

      4) Nathan Ateka 2143   5) John Mukabi 2083 6) Alex Makatia 1970 

      7) Ben Nguku Unrated  8)Mehul Gohil Unrated
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MARTIN GATERI: Has played chess for Kenya on the international scene in Bled Slovenia in2002. This attacking player managed to score 70% in this world-class event. This earned him the title of the highest rated Kenyan Chess player with a scary ELO rating of 2200.  Playing style extremely tactical player.

BEN MAGANA: He is the Kenya Open 2000 chess champion. This seemingly timid player has the precision and cold ruthlessness of a machine while on attacking mode. He has played in a number of countries namely Egypt, Turkey and Slovenia. In the chess Olympiad held in Istanbul Turkey he achieved an ELO Rating of 2200.

MATTHEW KANEGENI: He is the former National chess champion 2003, this tall lanky bespectacled player has a high potential. He is a chess player of world class standing. He has represented the country in two chess Olympiads Istanbul Turkey 2000 and again Mallorca Spain 2004 this is where he achieved an ELO Rating of 2182. His style of play is highly tactical but patient. To a casual observer his style looks erratic. Players on the local scene say that the only predictable thing about his game is that it will be unpredictable.

NATHAN ATEKA: International Chess player three times Olympian. Played board 1 for Kenya all the time. He has played in Elista Kalmykia 1998, Bled Slovenia 2002 and Mallorca Spain 2004 all this world class events. He managed to score an ELO rating of 2143 not an easy feat given the fact that he was playing the best players from each country. This is a positional strategic player. Plays quite openings that have high tension and have a tendency to explode.

JOHN MUKABI (“The beast”):  This is the most experienced player in the pack; he has a record six chess Olympiads to his credit. Greece 1998, Egypt 1997, Elista Kalmykia 1998, Istanbul Turkey 2000, Bled Slovenia 2002 and Mallorca Spain 2004. He managed an ELO rating of 2083. This veteran player has a lot of chess theory, he plays unorthodox chess but he is very logical in his approach to chess problems. It is said that you can never prepare for this player because you will never know what he has in store for you.

ALEX MAKATIA: This international player has played for Kenya three times. World chess championship zone 4.2 qualifying rounds 2000 Helwan Egypt, Bled Slovenia world chess Olympiad 2002, Mallorca Spain world chess Olympiad 2004. Has an international FIDE Rating of 1970. He is the Kenya open joint first chess champion 2000. This player creates the most exciting winning  positions on the chess board. His style of play is very tactical. He loves taunting danger and plays very risky games hence his nickname Makarisky.

BEN NGUKU: This young player's potential has been recognized and is being nurtured. He has represented the country in Mallorca Spain in the world’s chess Olympiad in 2004. He managed to score the best tournament performance rating of the entire Kenya National chess Team score. He has a tentative rating ELO of 2162. He has a lot of chess theory. His style of play is tactical but very careful. Will not take risks unless very necessary. Brilliant Chess player.

MEHUL GOHIL: Kenya Open Chess Champion 2003. Has played some tough chess games in Australia. Most promising young player in the local chess scene. He is expected to cause some major upsets during the upcoming Checkmates Club chess tournament.

The tournament will be played over two weekends i.e. 2nd 3rd 9th and 10th of July. The venue will be the Down Town Restaurant Dev TOWERS Tubman road opposite Jamia Mosque. 

Come and support our National Chess heroes.
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