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INTERNATIONAL GRAND MASTER MAURICE ASHLEY

TO VISIT INDY JULY 11-14

For immediate release -- Contact Andrea Neal, 253-1382

or Michael Gant, 549-1820


Indianapolis -- Maurice Ashley, who made history when he became the first and only African-American to attain the coveted title of International Grand Master of Chess, comes to Indianapolis July 11-14 to teach chess and preach the academic benefits of systematic chess instruction. Ashley will arrive on July 11 to take part in the Old Centrum-IPS Chess Academy and remain through July 14 for Children's Day at Indiana Black Expo.


Ashley, the Tiger Woods of Chess, served as commentator for the 1996 Man vs. Machine match (Kasparov vs. Deep Blue), IBM Kasparov vs. Deep Blue rematch (1997), and other world championship matches. He is the designer of an award-winning chess tutorial for CD-ROM (Maurice Ashley Teaches Chess) distributed by Simon and Schuster Interactive. Ashley opened the Harlem Chess Center in September 1999 to offer chess instruction to inner-city students.


"This is an incredible opportunity to meet one of the world's great chess minds," said Rev. Michael Gant, Indianapolis Public Schools math teacher and director of the chess academy.


Ashley's visit is sponsored by the Old Centrum community center located at the corner of 12th Street and Central Avenue in the Old Northside. The center's chess academy, now in its fourth year, has served more than 150 Indianapolis Public Schools students and helped to seed chess clubs in four IPS schools.

Mr. Ashley will be in Indianapolis July 11-14

 for the following public appearances

Friday, July 11 - 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. - Emmis Chess on the Circle Day



Monument Circle



11 a.m. - Autograph session



Noon-2 p.m. - Simul, $5 per player

Saturday, July 12 - 10 a.m. to noon - Lecture, The Orchard School



615 W. 64th Street, scholastic players only

Saturday, July 12 - 2-5 p.m. - Brightwood public library branch, 2435 N. Sherman Dr.



2 p.m. - Lecture; 3-5 p.m. - Play and analysis

Sunday, July 13 - Noon-3 p.m. - Glendale Mall, Academy Parham



Simul, play and analysis

Monday, July 14 – Indiana Convention Center, Indiana Black Expo

9 a.m.-3 p.m. - Children's Day chess tournament

9:30 – 10:30 a.m. - Simul



10:30 a.m. – Photo and autograph session

Sponsored by Old Centrum Foundation

