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BARBADOS 3-1 LIBYA
Former National Champions FIDE Master Philip Corbin, who is sponsored by Light & Power, and FIDE Master Delisle Warner spearheaded Barbados to comfortable 3-1 win over Libya in round 11 of the 35th World Chess Olympiad currently underway in Bled, Slovenia.

The match started fairly quietly with top Junior Askari Elson, sponsored by Illuminat, agreeing to an early draw on board 4 agaiinst Nizar Elhaj. 

But that was just the calm before the storm as Hussien Asabri (2326) decided to take on Corbin’s Elephant Gambit. What ensued was a vintage Corbin performance laced with sacrifice after sacrifice, bringing the Libyan down in a barrage of blows. 

As if inspire by his team mate on board 2, Warner playing the French Defense crashed through Mohamed Elbaruni’s center with Knight sacifrace. Elbaruni tried for counter play but eventually resigned when he recognized that he could not prevent Warner queening a pawn.

With Barbados up 2 ½ - ½ ,  National Champion FIDE Master Ricardo Szmetan fought tooth and nail with Farage Mahdia on board 1 to recover a draw from an endgame blunder which cost him the exchange. 
Round 11 was bitter for other Caribbean teams with Cuba losing 3 ½ - ½ to Armenia, the Dominican Republic, Netherlands Antilles and Jamaica 2 ½ - 1 ½ to Zambia, Nicaragua and Ethiopia respectively, and the US Virgin Islands 4-0 to San Marino. Trinidad and BVI drew 2-2 against Bahrain and Afghanistan. Only Aruba managed a 2 ½ - 1 ½ win against Macau. 
On the top boards, Defending Champions Russia took apart Germany 3 ½ - ½ , Hungary won 2 ½ -1 ½ against England and China drew 2-2 with Ukraine.

The Russians move to 32 points to hold a clear two point lead over nearest rivals Hungary on 30. Georgia moves into 3rd position with 28 points after a 3-1 win against Sweden while England and Croatia share 4th place with 27 ½ points.

Croatia will face Russia in round 12 and Georgia and China pair off against Hungary and England. The Bajan men will face Uganda.

Women’s action saw Poland causing a major upset as they defeated tournament leaders Georgia 2 ½ - ½. Defending Champions China sensing the gravity of the Georgian’s misfortune knocked up a 2 ½ - ½ win against Romania to close the Georgian’s lead to a slim 1/2 .

Georgia still hold 1st position with 24 ½ point, China 2nd with 24 and Russia a distant 3rd with 22 ½.

Barbados had a hard match against Luxemborg with Nathali Greenidge sidelined with the flu. National Women’s Champion Rashida Corbin (2098) lost to Grazyna Bakalarz on board 1 as did Margaret Prince on board 3 against Clementine Conrady-Janssen.

Rashaana Blenman save the team from a zero result by draw against Fiona Steil-Antoni.  

Round 12 should see the Bajan Women back to full strength as they face Angola.

The fortunes of both Bajan teams can be followed live on the internet at the BCF Web Site www.barbados.org/chess or the Olympiad Web site www.35chessolympiad.com.
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